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Home Reading: Information Letter
Off levels

Dear Parents and Carers

We are thrilled to recommence our home reading program, ‘Kids who Read, Succeed!’ This whole
school program is an opportunity for students to improve their reading with parent support. The aim of
our home reading program is to develop essential reading for pleasure habits and promote supportive
links between the home and school to improve students’ literacy and language skills.

Research shows that the best predictor of future education achievement and life success is reading
ability, or, more significantly, being an engaged and habitual reader. There is also strong evidence that
reading for pleasure can increase empathy, improve relationships with others, reduce the symptoms of
depression and improve wellbeing throughout life.

As part of our home reading program, your child will be expected to read a variety of books. They can be
borrowed from the school library, public library or students can read books they have at home. Please
encourage a range and balance of fiction and non-fiction texts (e.g. picture books, graphic novels, how-
to manuals).

Students will also bring home a reading log book to record the book’s title, date, time started, time
finished and a comment. We ask that your child spends 20 minutes daily reading at home. The success
of the program requires that families commit to the program each day, including on weekends where
realistic. We understand that families have many commitments outside of school so reading consecutive
nights will not always be possible.

To further encourage maximum student participation, Kids who read, succeed tokens will be awarded
when students have read 25, 50, 75 and 100 nights. Simply return your child’s reading log after 25, 50,
75, 100...etc. reads for the chance to win a book prize. Remind your child to place their token into the
prize draw box located in the library.

Please sign your child’s log each night and write a comment if you wish. Prompts and guidelines of how
to support your child in the reading process are on the back of this note. To further support the program
at school, please encourage your child to pack a book in their bag every day so that they can read
at school. If you have any questions about the Kids who read, succeed program, please contact your
child’s teacher.

Yours sincerely

Tracy Considine
Principal
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Make Time

Set aside ‘special time’ to read together (e.g. when preparing dinner).  Kids who 1ud

This will build enthusiasm for reading instead of making it seem like a

chore. Find a place that is quiet and has minimal distractions. If your

child is reluctant to read, offer to take one page each. Build this time into your family routine.

Making the Most of Your Reading Time
Here are some tips to help your child at home as they learn to read:

Be Patient

When your child is trying to read an unfamiliar word, give them time to do so. Try not to jump in
with the answer straight away. Praise the effort your child makes, whether they read the word
correctly or not. Remember, the point of home reading is to develop a love of reading for
pleasure. Reward perseverance rather than rescue.

Help Them Succeed

No one likes to hear “no” when they make a mistake. Helpful prompts you can say include:
“You’re close,” “Let’s try that again,” or “Does that sound right to you?” Encourage your child to
use the pictures as a clue to what the unknown word could be. Encourage them to have a look
at the first letter of the word and slowly say that sound and the sounds that follow.
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them foster a love of reading too
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Books in your Home Language

Canterbury Public School teachers

encourage families to also read books written in your home language. The life-long benefits are
limitless and promote high levels of literacy and language skills in young people.



